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These facts only imply that if GHG mitigating actions are 
going to be successful, the industrial sector could not be 
ignored. Unfortunately, the situation has not changed much 
over the years. This is owing to the fact that pressure has been 
focused on the most industrialized nations to reduce their 
emissions while the less industrialized nations are left 
unmonitored.





As leaders aim to create jobs for their young and budding 
population, the resulting emissions remain an afterthought, 
not to talk of initiatives towards the measurement of the 
emissions to keep them low. As earlier implied, Africa’s 
emission contribution will continue to increase with the 
growth of the industrial sector.  

InIn fact, the economy, and by far the industrial sector of most 
African countries depend on the use of fossil fuels. And the 
relationship between the energy and industrial sectors of 
African economies is one that will remain inseparable for 
quite some time. But then, how do these factors affect Africa?

AfricaAfrica remains the very vulnerable to climate change impacts, 
yet contributing very little to global warming. The impacts 
pose exponential dangers to agriculture, health, transport 
and water; threatening to regress the impact of the modest 
gains made in industry. The reasons are simple;

• Africa’s agricultural system is ninety-five percent [95%] 
dependent on the rainfall.
•• GDP of African countries is largely agriculture based.

TheThe above-mentioned factors reveal that climate change 
impacts like extreme weather conditions of flood and drought 
remain a threat to African economies and achieving 
sustainable development goals. UNEP-commissioned 
research estimates that the cost of adapting to climate 
change across Africa could reach $50 billion a year by 2050, if 
the global temperature increase is kept within 2°C above 
preindustrialpreindustrial levels [AFDB.2023]. Already, between 2008 and 
2011, drought caused economic losses equivalent to 3.9 
percent of Djibouti’s GDP per annum [AFDB.2023]



It is therefore not debatable that Africa must be leading the 
crusade to reduce global temperatures; solutions to the 
challenges in the fight against climate change must be found.  
Consequently, all the fifty-four [54] countries in Africa have 
ratified the Paris Agreement and have made constitutional 
amendments to ensure enforcement in the implementation 
of climate-change-mitigation actions.  

AA lot has been done already and the progress has been 
nothing short of inspiring but there remains much more to be 
done. Many governments’ commitments to the cause are 
conditional upon receiving adequate financial, technical and 
capacity building support. The Relative pressures on available 
capital and lack of technical know-how are key challenges to 
African governments. 
  
Essentially,Essentially, there are two [2] main elements required by 
countries in order to effectively setup nationwide emission 
monitoring systems. One of them is capital, however, the first, 
and the most important element, is the constitutional 
framework required to enforce compliance to establish 
processes and parameters that ensure that set climate goals 
are achieved. 

Unsurprisingly,Unsurprisingly, most African countries have existing agencies 
that are mandated by law to monitor human environmental 
activities, and protect the environment from human activities 
that tend to degrade it. Countries like Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya 
and Congo have even gone on to set up specialized national 
committees to deal specifically with climate change issues. So, 
it can be concluded that when it comes legal backing, Africa is 
setset to proceed. But that is only half of the twin element; 
capital is the other half.



Between 2019-2021, economies across the globe were hit 
hard by the COVID pandemic and four years on, governments 
are still grappling with attempts to recover from the set-
backs. Lockdowns across the continent put businesses at bay 
for long periods and in most cases, governments had to 
spend from their already thin purses to provide necessary hu-
manitarian interventions for their citizens so as to lessen the 
impact of the pandemic. 

In essence, there is a lot of pressure on government purses 
and as such, a venture like emissions monitoring is not in the 
favorable parts of scale of preferences for limited capital to 
be invested into it. 

However difficult its execution appears; emission monitoring 
cannot be sidestepped. The way out: Public Private Partner-
ship [PPP]. with private sector funding, serves as a viable 
solution for African countries; as opposed to government 
borrowing, which will plunge government into more debt. 
Call it the zero-cost solution.















To catch-up with the world on mitigating climate change, Africa 
must simply begin from efficient and wholistic measurement 
of its industrial emissions output. In the famous words of the 
British physicist and mathematician, William Thomson Kelvin, 
“What is not defined cannot be measured. 

What is not measured, cannot be improved. What is not 
improved, is always degraded”. 

TheThe climate change goals are already defined, the next line of 
action will be to measure emissions across all industry in order 
to have a realistic insight into how much our industries in Africa 
harm the environment. 

OnceOnce that insight is gotten, progressive standards, regulations 
and climate change policies can be made to improve our 
environmental sustainability and we can curtail environmental 
degradation. 
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